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Introduction
The virtual meeting involved 5 Barry University students, a classroom teacher, a parent- Mrs. Jersey, and a speech pathologist- Miss Greenberg and the meeting mostly focused on special education for students with learning disabilities. Generally, I think the experience was interesting because the participants observed decorum.Thestudents maintained discipline and asked effective questions. In addition, the speech pathologist and the parentdemonstrated professionalism in responding to prompts from the students. The virtual meeting was a learning experience since I learned some of the characteristics of students that qualify for special education and transition programs, as well as the disability categories for students placed in these programs. Therefore, this report comprises of the findings and understandings of the meeting experience as well as personal reflections. 
Findings and Understandings
From the meeting experience, I understood some of the characteristics of students placed in transition planning as well as the categories of disabilities that make students qualify for these programs. Notably, the class teacher hints that for students to qualify in transition planning, they must be having cognitive limitations, and as a result, they are subjected to alternate assessment. An alternate assessment is the recommended test for cognitive limitations. Another characteristic is communication problems in that these students have problems in ensuring that others understand them. Consequently, they require a communication partner. Some of the disability categories include autism, an intellectual disability, mentally handicapped, and those placed in wheelchairs.
The functional curriculum equips special education students with skills in various fields like geometry, stamping, and production lines. Also, the functional curriculum guides the students in writing their full names since, by the time the students are placed in special education programs, the majority of them only know to write their first names. Knowing how to write their full names helps them, especially when signing forms. The community-based curriculum equips the students with skills that can help them handle community issues.
One of the functional academic goals is determining where the students are going to accomplish these goals. The students may consider whether they are going to accomplish their goals in a classroom setting, in hallways, or a working surrounding like in a cafeteria. The second goal is assessment, and students may use benchmarks, self-check analysis, or task analysis systems to evaluate themselves. 
One of the emotional or behavioral goals is developing an attitude towards work. Skill assessment is conducted to determine the attitude of the students towards themselves, the attitude of the students to others, and the attitude towards the job activities they are conducting. Another emotional goal is self-regulation. Students can use a model that can be helpful in determining when they are emotional, anxious, and frustrated. 
An example of a transition goal is a student who is learning how to travel independently on and off-campus. This is a transition goal because it prepares them to develop their ability to travel to a job site. Another goal is working independently on job sites to identify products and match them. On a job site, a student is able to communicate effectively with their supervisors.
One of the speech goals is being able to express oneself in different environments. Notably, the students know how to handle change, how they are able to adhere to directions, and how they are going to state what they want. A second speech goal involves understanding how to participate in debateseffectively. For example, a student is able to know when they are supposed to respond, ask questions, or manage social situations as well as how they react to such situations. 
Generally, parents are pleased with the part they play in the placement of their children in transition planning. For example, Mrs. Jersey reports that her son has been excellent in his job activities that entail working in coffee-selling shops. I also find that parent's engagement and attitude towards their children is critical in the job excellence of their children. Regular engagement and communication in working environments enhance the communication skills of the involved students. In addition, mentor programs are essential in working environments.
The ultimate goals of the transition programs in high school include the students being independent and having enhanced communication as well as functional skills. Transition programs also prepare students to succeed in their employment opportunities and friendship relationships. Students who have undergone transition planning are able to work independently with little or no assistance.
Personal Reflection
From a personal perspective, I think the virtual meeting accorded me a wealth of information concerning special education and transition programs for students with learning disabilities. Notably, I was able to understand the qualifications for students to participate in special education and transition programs. In addition, I think students with learning disabilities should be enrolled in transition planning because it prepares them to survive in life after school. Essentially, transition planning improves the communication skills of students with learning disabilities, enhances their social skills, and prepares them transit to employment opportunities effectively. Everyone deserves a decent life irrespective of whether they are disabled or not. Therefore, I think there should be opportunities to help students with disabilities have a better transition from school to employment, and transition planning is one of these opportunities.   
Conclusion
All in all, the experience of the virtual meeting was awesome and a learning one. Notably, I was able to hear and learn from professionals, and the experience of a parent whose disabled child was enrolled in transition planning, gained the relevant skills and was now working successfully. Students with learning disabilities should be placed in transition planning opportunities to prepare them tosucceed in life.                  




